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liltUSeedMottom <#otet VopoloaJi* 

Alean Stnatfad 

ZNQ£AH?b Id Apsul 19*9 

My Jbean Aunt tfocalta 

Jfom one you? Jlow id l^ncle QeoAae? 9 hope you oat my letleA fnom 
PoaU. *7<4e jHouoAe wal jud amajiua, and the hamJuiAaeAl in the fad food 
opposite Qam du Aland weAe neanly gA aood al youAl. 

9 untile, eteAnally analefulto you. Loth fa enaLUna me to dee 

Zunope. Jbedfule haoina Leen LoAn and Lnouaht up in the Stated, 9 dill 
feel, like you, do Bnitilh! Seeing tke laud of one 'l anceltoAl in one I youth U 
duAely Letten titan Uanaina on fa one I neliAemenL 91' I a dhame you* 
wain tup. to the tnip. 

*ttmmk you Jo* youn cand 1jel, 9 nod an iuteAeltiua- twentieth 
Linthday. 9 heated mylelf to an excuAliou to Stnatfad-upon-Aoou, 
ShahelpeaAe'l town. l< 1leat' il pAoLaLly not the coAAecl wond 9t wal 
weinded hip 9'oe eoen known. 

91 Leaan like any otheA. AccoAatina to the coach aUioen, wekadUx, 
hounlfae. 9 bued to day with Anaminta (that ainl 9 wAote you aiout from 
PaAilJ hut ike went off with dome Nam oeteAan. 

Anyway, Ann <Mathaway l cottaae wal out of thil wonld 9 had a 
cup of Cnatidh tea, then Louaht dome poltcandl (9'oe put one in with thu 
letter to 4am a damp) \ then found thu quaint old anUauedhop. ^hat'l 
when thinal daded to ao wnouf. Well, not exactly wAona. *1 hey jud 
dlanled to, well, happen. 9'U tny to explain. 

^ttU old, LaoII cauldnou in the dhop window cauahtmy attention 
al 9 walked Ly, ^Ihe dhop wai nun Ly thnee old ladiel, and when 9 laid that 
9 wal inteAedled in oiewina the cauldAon, they flipped 9 mean they teemed 
to think 9 neatly did want it, and wouldn't take 'no' fa an anlwen. Of 
couAde theAe wad no way that 9 could have dhipped it Lack to the Stated. 9t 
wal eoen moAe enoAmoul than that old nockina chaiA you uded to have! 
f2>id Ttncle Qeonae eoeA fa it fa you?) 

My nefulal deemed to offend them. 7 hey Leaan to cluck and moan. 
9feltLke9 wal in a SpielLen^ mooie! 9 wal out of theAe auick, 9 can tell 
you. 9 ccudd Uuean one of the+ti wal often tne with a bnoa+n. Qidlide the lhap 
wal thu enoAmoul pine tAee which leemedto anoan — yel, anoan — al 9 nan 
pad it 9 tooknefuae in apetlhopa couple of Ltockl away, wheAe an alp 
tAied to Lite me! 9 dioed into the muleum (dlnanae toLeina countny wheAe 
people haoe to pay to check that no one hal nun off with theiA own 
heAitaaeJ. 9 oat out of theAe when an all I head looked me up and down. 

Well, all thil had Lnouaht on a mianaiue, do 9 alked a policeman 
wheAe 9 could fad a dnua dloAe. Jle looked al me kinda dAanae, al did the 
chap in the dnua done, ihooina, thil aneen, Lulddiua phial undeA the 
counteA al he lold me dome pilU. 



Qutlide, the IpAina lun wal dill up, do 9 headed fa the liueA. 'lite 
Avon wal al ieautifa al 4odo*l daid it would Le. 9 Leaan to fat a whole 
lotletteA, dlAollina alona, letUna the puUl and the fadh Zualidh aiA do theiA 
thinif. Maybe 9'd ieHoained it all. MayLe 9 wal jud oveAtiAed. 9'd duAe done 
a hech of a lot of lAaoetlina in the laltfau dayl, MayMe it wal all jud a Lad 
dAeam, and 9 d wake up in a minute on two Lack on the coach. 

9 mud haoe taken a wAou<f tuAuina. Suddenly 9 had the itAanaelt 
offali n al. Jbou't alk me how, Lut niaht then 9 Leaan to lealile what wal 
foina on, and the thouaht lent a ihock down my Ipine. Sefae my oeAy 
eyel, IceneAy wal chanaina. *1he woodi acAOll niuen looked like 
Scotland, the dlAeeti miaht haoe Leen £aypl, on Jlondon OA Venice — 
anywhene. ^IheAe wal nothing 9 could aet my LeaAinal fam. ModeAu 
Stnatfad wal leatuna me Lehind 

Zoen the abound at my feet looked diffaent, unnatuAal. 9t wal 
made of Loandl. 9 wondeAed if 9 wal on dome dont of platfam OA dtaae. 
Mayle 9d itAayed onto dome iont of >uoeAAide fan del, 9 thouaht: that 
would explain dome thinal. But the whole aAea looked too tealidic: thole 
weAe neat tneel, neat Luitdi n ad, and acAOll the nioeA, the duddenly muddy, 
Lailina liven, weAe neat people. 

Hut wail: why weAe they pointing al me? 9t wal hoAAiLle; 9 hate 
people dloAinaatme. ^hil wal wonde: they weAe talkina oLoutme too, theiA 
ooicel dAiftiuf acAOll the chunnina waten: u Manny, 'til a dlAonae chunl, 
that dandeth ooen theAe. Melhinkl it knoweth not the time of day!" 

^hen 9 nealiled domethina eoen mane hoAAilde. 'JheiA clothina wal 
completely diffaent to mine. WheAe 9 wal weanina Jleuil and my old 
foatLall ihint (9 know you dilappAOoe of that, Auntie, Lut when one il 
tAavellina) thele otde wonlde Uippiel had on loup flooring aoAmentl that 
Iwuna diffly in the incAealinaly chill Lneeje. 9t fell like winteA, wal 
winteA, and it would Le dank within minutel. 

*7o cut a lona dtony dhont, 9 wal dlandina in a wonld that, although 
rf wal al that moment (lefaitely 

ShakedpeoAian flaoouA. 9'd Leen tnaulpoAted into *lhe Hand' I wonld — the 
wonld of hil ptayl — and playeAl. 

Ifou'ne thinkina youA nephew'l aone nutty, 9 duppole, that 
CuAope hal aone to my head. Pleade pleade Lelieoe me, Auntie. ^Ihil 
RErAJLCflj happe n ed 9 had to ule ail my will to aet Lack to the modeAn 
wonld JEuckily 9 didn 1 need to know all that much aLout the BaAd himdelf 
— onhilwonki. 

Ato time fa any mane niaht now, Auntie. 9'tlwAile aaain in a day 
OA do. %ou twenty aLout me. Jfow il l4ncle Qeonae aettiua on in KalhmiA? 
youn loiUna nephew 



Jonathan 



'All hail, great master, grave sir! 
Hail! Welcome ever smiles, and 
farewell goes out sighing . . .' 



In this light-hearted but immensely challenging look at The Bard's world through 
the keyboard of modern man, you find yourself, after watching too many Shakes- 
peare plays (or perhaps reading them) wandering around a strange land. Here 
they use a richer language than usual, and some of the scenes remind you of 
certain Shakespeare plays. How you are going to return successfully to the 
present day is something that you will have to find out for yourself! 

Why does the adventure take place on three different dates? What is the 
significance of the lady Portia's caskets? Why does Yorick sometimes say 
"Golesida" and sometimes something else? Why do you suddenly find yourself 
wearing an ass's head? These are just some of the tantalising puzzles that you'll 
meet when you welcome AVON ... An exhaustive knowledge of the Shakes- 
pearean Canon is not necessary as, in most cases, just the problems rather than 
the solutions are taken from Shakespeare. If you get really stuck, Topologika's 
much-praised on-line 'Help' system is there to stop the sighing . . . 

AVON is Jonathan Partington's first release since his best-selling 
•KINGDOM of HAMIL' (also available from TOPOLOGIKA) 
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